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Welcome to the 
latest edition of 
the Peninsula 
Voice newsletter.

Learning • Conversation • Engagement
News

Disclaimer: Peninsula Voice Inc. is a social movement for community conversation and engagement.  
It is A-political with no affiliations whatsoever with local, State/Federal politics. It should be noted that 

Peninsula Voice Inc. has no relationship with the organisation known as ‘Voices of Mornington Peninsula’. 
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From: Malcolm Daff daffmalcolm@optusnet.com.au
Subject: Make that fourth email of four Including the Blessing of the Coloured Cards Snap

Date: 26 August 2022 at 4:49 pm
To: David Corduff dcorduff@gmail.com
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The uncertainty kicked-in. With less than 
a week to go before the first of three 
PV forums featuring Homelessness, the 
registered numbers were average.

Had we done sufficient publicity in the lead-up?  
Was there a Covid issue with people being reluctant 
to attend a gathering? Was Homelessness the right 
topic?

All these questions, and no real answers! It doesn’t 
matter what the turnout is on the night, the same 
amount of background work needs to happen for 
every forum.

Pleasingly, any concerns were allayed when in excess 
of 250 members of our community turned-up on 
Wednesday night, August 24th, despite the inclement 
weather.

Was the night a success? The aim of the forum, the 
first in a series, was to talk about what homelessness 
is, and in particular, what it means on the Mornington 
Peninsula.

The survey results, gleaned from the audience 
suggests that the night was definitely a success, with:

• All respondents confirming that they went 
away more informed than when they arrived.

• 62% of the audience said that they were very 
aware of homelessness.

• 77% said they would support solutions which 
may cost them money.

• 87% responded that they would attend the 
next in the series of homelessness forums on 
November 8th 2022

• The weighted average rating for the event 
was 4.65 out of 5.

By any measure these statistics point to a successful 
event.

From the dulcet tones of Valerie Ozeman’s accordion 
as a prelude, through to the lived experience 
participants sharing their stories, it truly was a unique 
information exchange.

The Homelessness Forum 
held on Wednesday August 
24 proved to be resounding 
success.
We share some of the happenings of the night 
in this edition and remind readers that the 
recent forum is one of a series focusing on 
Homelessness, the second of which will be held 
on Tuesday November 8th at the PCT.
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The “Have You Ever” game at the start of the 
evening was expertly choreographed by our 
excellent facilitator for the evening, Ben Smith, CEO 
Mornington Community Support Centre. It set the 
tone for what we hoped would be a call to action for 
those in the community tasked with making things 
happen.

Some notable comments from panelists on the stage 
included:

• 55% of a person’s income is considered 
acceptable to pay for rent.

• It takes between 3-6 months for a person to 
be accepted into a rehab program.

• There are 27,729 unoccupied homes on the 
Peninsula 

• There is little, if any, public housing available 
on the Peninsula.

• Panel comment - “we knew some time 
ago that there was a crises brewing with 
homelessness on the Peninsula…it’s well and 
truly here now”.

A recent Vox Pop survey on what home means to 
people came up with the following responses:

 Safety, security, stability.

 Wherever you’re surrounded by people who 
love you.

 A place of refuge. A comfort zone. 

A place to build memories. 

Where you can help each other as a family.  
It does not matter how big or small. 

A place to share food, connection and 
community.

A future where we think beyond where we are 
going to live from week to week, and can look 
ahead to where we want to go. 

An emotional connection. A sense of 
belonging, not physical things.

Home is the base where everything begins.

We invite you to read this special short tribute: ‘Our 
Neighbours’ about a homeless neighbour ‘Johnno’ 
who sadly passed away some years ago.

We are all neighbours.

From: Malcolm Daff daffmalcolm@optusnet.com.au
Subject: Second email of Two

Date: 26 August 2022 at 4:45 pm
To: David Corduff dcorduff@gmail.com

From: Malcolm Daff daffmalcolm@optusnet.com.au
Subject: Better definition of the previously sent photo

Date: 26 August 2022 at 4:43 pm
To: David Corduff dcorduff@gmail.com

From: Malcolm Daff daffmalcolm@optusnet.com.au
Subject: good one of speakers as a football team - needs cropping if you use it

Date: 26 August 2022 at 4:51 pm
To: David Corduff dcorduff@gmail.com

The event wouldn’t have been possible without the 
support of our valued partners:

https://relationships.org.au/our-neighbours/
https://relationships.org.au/our-neighbours/
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Vale Garry Stacey
Last month former Peninsula Voice volunteer and 
committee member, Garry Stacey died. He leaves his 
daughters Janine, Wendy and partner Jenny. He was 
81.

A resident of Mount Martha, Garry served on the 
committee during the critical formative years from 
2015 until 2017, when ill health forced him to step 
down.

He will be well remembered for contributing his 
catering skills at Peninsula Voice forums.

Garry Stacey preparing middle eastern food at a 
Peninsula Voice forum where Abdi Aden spoke of his 
horrific experiences as a refugee.

Forthcoming Event - 

Progress in Pokie Reform

Useful info! Did you know 
about the Mobile Recycling 
Trailer?
To help our community recycle their unwanted 
textiles and small electrical items, we (the Mornington 
Peninsula Shire Council) have our own mobile 
recycling trailer. The trailer is available for community 
and sporting groups to hire free of charge.

In the past year the recycling trailer has travelled all 
over the Peninsula, collecting more than 11,000 items 
– close to eight tonnes in total. Help us keep up the 
good work and find out when our trailer is next in your 
area.

It’s part of our Beyond Zero Waste Strategy and our 
miss to send zero waste to landfill by 2030. For further 
information please contact: mornpen.vic.gov.au/
recyclingtrailer

Photo of the month

A winter storm brewing over Mornington

Tim Costello AO (Centre for Public Christianity)
and Rose O’Lery (Alliance for Gambling 
Reform)

2.30pm Sunday 4th September

St Mark’s Uniting Church, Barkley Street, 
Mornington

All welcome – Free event

Enquiries: David Price 0418 752 093

http://mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingtrailer
http://mornpen.vic.gov.au/recyclingtrailer
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Dates to remember

First week of September: 
National Child Protection Week

September 8, R U OK? Day is an annual 
National Day of Action and a reminder that 
every day is the day to check in with your 
friends, family and colleagues.

Ask R U OK? No qualifications needed, 
because a conversation could change a life.

September 10 World Suicide Prevention Day 
is about:

• bringing together communities, 
researchers, practitioners and politicians, 
clinicians and those in government, 
individuals with lived experience and those 
bereaved by suicide, 

• demonstrating a commitment to reduce the 
incidence of suicide in Australia, 

• raising awareness of this significant national 
challenge and

• sharing information about ways to 
effectively take action as individuals and a 
community.

30 ways 
to keep 
active in 
September 
2022
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For all enquiries about Peninsula Voice please contact:

Peter Orton — Chairman, Peninsula Voice
David Corduff – Editor, Peninsula Voice

info@peninsulavoice.org.au
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This hit me...

You never really know the true 
impact you have on those around 
you. You never know how much 
someone needed that smile 
you gave them. You never know 
how much your kindness turned 
someone’s entire life around. You 
never know how much someone 
needed that long hug or deep talk. 
So don’t wait to be kind first. Don’t 
wait for better circumstances or for 
someone to change. Just be kind, 
because you never know how much 
someone needed it.

– Nikki Banas

6

A Peninsula Voice 
moment to ponder –  
‘Is technology killing 
empathy?’
Over the past couple of decades, our devices 
have become our constant companions. More 
and more, we live in a digital, virtual world. 
Dr Sherry Turkle, MIT professor and founding 
director of the MIT Initiative on Technology 
and Self, discussed the following:

• how digital communication has affected 
our ability to talk to each other;

• how conversation itself changed in the 
digital age;

• why she thinks social media is an ‘anti-
empathy machine’, and; 

• her advice on how to reclaim space for 
conversation in our lives. 

Listen to her podcast at: Speaking of 
Psychology on Apple Podcasts.

https://podcasts.apple.com/qa/podcast/speaking-of-psychology/id705934263
https://podcasts.apple.com/qa/podcast/speaking-of-psychology/id705934263

