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Disclaimer: Peninsula Voice Inc. is a social movement for community conversation and engagement.  
It is A-political with no affiliations whatsoever with local, State/Federal politics. It should be noted that 

Peninsula Voice Inc. has no relationship with the organisation known as ‘Voices of Mornington Peninsula’. 

In this edition we 
focus on our recent 
Homelessness Forum 
which was a successful 
follow-up to the first of 
the planned 3 Forums. 

Welcome to 
the latest 
edition of 
the Peninsula 
Voice 
newsletter.
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The night was warm, as interested 
folk gathered at the entrance to the 
Peninsula Community Theatre on 
November 8th.

The occasion - the 2nd of 3 Forums run by Peninsula 
Voice, delving into the issue of…homelessness.

A cumulative total of close to 500 people attended 
the first 2 forums. The issue of homelessness on the 
Peninsula has resonated with both the community 
and with Local and State politicians, many of whom 
attended both events.

Our most recent forum had the title, Housing 
Affordability on the Mornington Peninsula. The guest 
speakers were Paul McDonald, CEO of Anglicare 
Victoria, John Baker, CEO of Mornington Peninsula 
Shire and Katelyn Butterss, CEO of the Victorian 
Public Tenants Association.

The event was moderated by Ben Smith, CEO of the 
Mornington Community Support Centre.

Paul McDonald set the tone for the evening by stating 
that dropping the 1.75% social housing levy by the 
State government was short sighted as it could have 
funded an additional 1,700 homes annually to housing 
stock in perpetuity.

Katlyn reminded us that all types of housing styles are 
needed to meet the needs of many; not simply low 
density ‘salt & pepper’ type developments that some 

suggest as the best options. She empahsised that it 
critical to good decision making to listen to tenants 
when creating new developments.

Concerns of ongoing bias in providing a fair share of 
State government funding was raised by John Baker, 
who stated that the Shire obtained only $7million out 
of the State budget of $5.30billion.

As a consequence, the Shire has been proactive by 
developing the ‘Shout Out’ campaign, which seeks to 
draw awareness to this imbalance and encourages the 
community to use their voices and their votes to drive 
change and to ensure a fair share of all future State 
budget funding for the Mornington Peninsula.

Questions were invited from the floor for which there 
was an excellent response, suggesting a deep level of 
interest and engagement in the subject at hand.

There is little doubt that homelessness is a major 
community issue which has not received anything like 
the attention it deserves at at either State or Federal 
government level.

We can only hope that collectively they grasp the 
opportunity to take a proactive approach in future 
budgets to the wide ranging and negative impacts of 
chronic homelessness on the Mornington Peninsula 
and indeed nationally.

The recent forums have been strongly underpinned 
by the pillars on which Peninsula Voice has been built, 
namely - Learning, Conversation & Engagement.

David Corduff - Editor
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A Graphic Recording of 
Forum
The recent Homelessness Forum 
featured a unique process called graphic 
recording & illustration. 

Those of you in the audience may have seen Debbie 
Wood near the stage, graphically illustrating the key 
points being discussed by the panel on stage. 

Below is the outcome generated by Debbie on a 
series of story boards. It will become a valuable 
resource to refer to in the future and to benchmark 
whether we have made any progress on the road 
to reducing the scourge of homelessness in our 
community.

Project Shelter
Work is underway to develop 
a portable ‘shelter’ for use by 
those sleeping rough, or for 
anyone needing protection 
from the elements. 

Prototypes are being developed for field 
testing using corrugated cardboard, 
lined on the base inside/outside with a 
water-proof laminate. The construction 
is entirely recyclable and has a handle on 
the sleeve which allows for portability.

Your editor is coordinating the process to 
design and test a series of options.

A prototype was displayed at the 
Homelessness Forum.
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How Can We Make a Better 
Connection with our 
Community? 
“I’ve always felt like part of my 
community and enjoy meeting the 
people within it - but I worry that there 
are others who might feel as if they 
don’t belong. What are some things that 
I can try to create belonging for those 
around me?”

We know that there are a range of great benefits, 
both for ourselves and for others, when we work to 
create belonging. Put simply, the efforts we put in 
really can pay off!

You might want to start small: reach out to those in 
your community with a friendly smile or one of the 
NED Connection or Calling cards. Let others know 
you are there and that you’re open to connection.

When we feel we don’t belong, we may need to reach 
out for support. This can be in-formal, through our 
existing networks, or with the help of professional 
support services, such as those provided by 
Relationships Australia.

Re-thinking “The Australian 
Dream”

Homelessness and Housing Affordability - new solutions today, for tomorrow

Re-thinking "The Australian Dream"

Homelessness and Housing Affordability - new 
solutions today, for tomorrow

The Good Box is an Australian charity and 
social enterprise dedicated to helping people 
experiencing homelessness receive vital 
resources with dignity.

The enterprise is on a mission to abolish 
misconceptions surrounding homelessness to 
prevent isolation 
and to increase 
communication.

For more 
information 
please check the 
web site - www.
thegoodbox.
com.au 

https://neighbourseveryday.org/resources/downloads/#create-belonging
https://relationships.org.au/
http://www.thegoodbox.com.au
http://www.thegoodbox.com.au
http://www.thegoodbox.com.au
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Photo of the month

Mornington Harbour (courtesy of Rod Davies)

Mental Health First aid 
training
Do you know how to recognise if 
someone is experiencing mental health 
concerns or what you can do to support 
them? 

Join a free, 1.5 hour online information session run 
by the Australian Red Cross which covers typical 
indicators of mental health concerns and discusses 
effective support 

Held by Frankston City Council and designed to give 
a basic understanding of how to support someone 
who is experiencing mental health concerns, it is the 
ideal platform to begin mental health training. Further 
training may be available for those who are interested. 

Training session will be run by Australian Red Cross 
who will send you a zoom link the day prior to the 
session. 

For more information, click here.

Digital Nutrition
There is growing debate about the impact 
of online technologies, and in particular, the 
affects social media is having on our mental 
health and wellbeing, especially that of our 
children.

Technology however isn’t good or bad. 
Nevertheless, the way we choose to use it 
can be helpful or unhelpful for our wellbeing 
and productivity. The debate often focuses 
on the amount of screen time on our devices 
rather than the substance of what we actually 
do online or whether we are using screens at 
appropriate times.

Online technologies are here to stay. There is 
no going back – we wouldn’t want to and it is 
impractical to suggest we should give up tools 
that add so much convenience and value to 
our lives.

The thing is, most of us have never deliberately 
chosen how to use our devices. We acquired 
them and often unconsciously developed 
habits that have taken over aspects of our 
lives.

The solution lies in making healthy and 
intentional choices in how we use our devices 
and setting habits and boundaries that we 
commit to. Just like ‘food’ isn’t bad for us 
and ‘junk food’ is generally ok in moderation 
and at the right times, so it is with our use of 
technology. Think about that!

“Repower is a volunteer led community group with 
a mission to help our community reduce our carbon 
emissions and footprint.  Come along to this free 
event and learn what we can do for our environment”

Click on the link and join us, https://events.humanitix.
com/repower-mornington-3931-community-meeting

https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/mental-health-first-aid-training-tickets-249970607817
https://events.humanitix.com/repower-mornington-3931-community-meeting
https://events.humanitix.com/repower-mornington-3931-community-meeting
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For all enquiries about Peninsula Voice please contact:

Peter Orton — Chairman, Peninsula Voice
David Corduff – Editor, Peninsula Voice

info@peninsulavoice.org.au
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Fear

It is said that before entering the sea 
a river trembles with fear.

She looks back at the path she has traveled, 
from the peaks of the mountains, 
the long winding road crossing forests and villages.

And in front of her, 
she sees an ocean so vast, 
that to enter 
there seems nothing more than to disappear forever.

But there is no other way. 
The river can not go back.

Nobody can go back. 
To go back is impossible in existence.

The river needs to take the risk 
of entering the ocean 
because only then will fear disappear, 
because that’s where the river will know 
it’s not about disappearing into the ocean, 
but of becoming the ocean.

– Khalil Gibran


